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Floatel set to bed in
as new kid on block

Accommodation
floater to give
Swedish-based
unit a foothold

TAN HWEE HWEE and
ERIK MEANS
Singapore and Oslo

A NEW player is about to emerge
in the high-end marker for
semi-submersible accommaoda-
tion wvessels, as Sweden-based
Floatel International will take
delivery of its newbuild Floatel
Superior  from  Singapore
yard KeppelFels by the end of
March,

The newcomer will then
challenge heavyweight contractor
Prosafe — which has a fleet of 11
foatels making it a dominant
force in this niche market —
for offshore  accommodation
contracts in regions such as the
North Sea, West Africa, Asia and
the Gulf of Mexico.

Al a naming ceremony in
Singapore on Saturday, Floatel
International chief executive Peter

Jacobsson was bullish abeout
prospects. for his  fledgling
outlit.

“The vessel behind me is far
superior to anything else operat-
ing offshore today and will cer-
tainly elevate the standard for the
oil and gas industiy,” Jacobssen
said.

“The Floatel Superior is the
first North Sea accommodation
vig built for about 22 years, and it

Maming ceremony: the Floatel Superior at the Keppel Fels yard in Singapure

is certainly a vessel that the
muarket has been waiting for”

The DNV-classed floatel is in
full compliance with the stringent
rules and regulations for the
Norwegian sector. According 1o
ere ave only five North
Seca-compliant  accommedation
semisubs in the world, with an a-
erage age of more than 20 years,

Floatel Superior features both
DP3 dynamic positioning and an
eight-point mooring system, and
has an operating payload of 2700
tonnes.

The unit is due to leave the vand
cardy next week for thruster

installation and sea trials, “and will
in all respect be prepared for its
miaiden charter for ConocaPhillips
Australia — housing about 500 per-

sons for the Bayu Ludan shutdown
project”, Jacobssor 5

Floatel Superior is listed as
having 440 single-bed cabins but
another 72 beds will be added
tempeonarily for the three-month
maintenance support contiact at
Bayu-Undan,

“Fellowing completion of the
maiden charter, we have interest
from several international oper
tows 1o take on the rig thereafter,
Jacobsson added. The Swedish

Photo. FLOATEL

company’s second newbuild unit
Flaatel Reliance, is due for d
ery from Keppel Fels at the end of
this year: It has a slightly higher
accommaodation capacity at 500
beds, but it is targeted at more
accessible markets in the Gulf of
Mexico and Asia, featuring only
DP2 positioning and a smaller
operational  displacement  of
17900 tonnes  versus  the
29,000-tonne Floatel Superior.

The cost of the smaller unit is
safd to be about $200 million,
while the price of Floatel Superior
is understood to be more than
$300 million.

Montco
deal gives
yard a lift

US LIFTBOAT owner Montco
Offshore has selected Gulf
Island Fabrication in Houma,
Loui: to build a new 335-
foot ¢f icsel electric liftboat
to be named L/B Robert,

The 18-month construction
project is expocted 1o be com-
pleted by the thind quarter of
2011

The vessel will be able o
Jjack down and operate inup to
270 feet of water and will have
a erane capable of lifting 500
tonnes. Tt will also have more
than 15,000 square feet of
usable deck space and accom-
modation for 132 persons in
addition to a crew of 20.

Other contractors inchude
Lousiana Machinery for power
plants, Karl Senner for propul-
sion units and bow thruster,
RAACI for power switchgear
et i, Hydmguip for hy-
crl:;lurl'i':f'um _'ﬁwki:‘\g F:)swma.
and 0il States for the three on-
board cranes.

Scorpion nets
Mischief gig

RIG plaver Scorpion Offshore
has secured a contract of at

||..nl five and a hall months for
c-up newbuild Offshore
ef.

The contraet is for work off
Brawzil for an affiliate of a US op-
crator and runs for between 165
and 240 days from 1 July ata
davrate of about $140,000. It can
b extended by up 10 240 days.

The Offshore Mischief is due
for delivery from the Lampeell
yard in the United Arab Emir-
ates in April. Scorpion has
been trving to sell the rig, so
far without success.
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